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Explorations at the Torah’s Core

|. Reviewing an introduction
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HaShem spoke to Moses, saying:
Speak to the entire assembly of the Children of Israel and say to them: You shall be holy, for |,
HaShem your God, am holy.

2:0' X'l 'w)
:(X190) P2 "9 NN '993 2T 11910 70702 IT DY NINKIY TA'. IR ma Ny 'O N AT
Speak to the entire assembly of the Children of Israel— This (the addition of the words nTv 72)
teaches us that this section was proclaimed in full assembly because most of the fundamental
teachings of the Torah are dependent on it (contained in it) [Sifra, Vayikra Rabba

If the system isn’t broken, why change it? The difference between role and relationship

|. Feeling the Flow at the Core
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You shall not curse the deaf, or place a stumbling block before the blind. You shall fear
your God: | am HaShem.
Do not pervert justice; do not favor the poor and do not honor the great; with righteousness
shall you judge your fellow.
Do not go as a talebearer among your people, do not stand idly by the blood of your neighbor, |
am HaShem.
Do not hate your brother in your heart. Reprove your brother but incur and do not bear a sin
because of him.
Do not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the members of your people; And you shall
love (for) your fellow as (for) yourself: | am HaShem.
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You shall observe My decrees. You shall not let your cattle mate with a different kind; you shall
not sow your field with two kinds of seed; you shall not put on cloth from a mixture of two
kinds of material.

Il. Examining the Details
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You shall not curse the deaf
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Rashi: Quotes the Midrash-expands the prohibition to all by citing “a judge among you people,
you shall not curse. The passage before us limits the prohibition to the living
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Ramban: Quotes Rashi and the midrash-but offers his own approach to the use of the societal

end points. Timely issue ...
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...or place a stumbling block before the blind

e An Unnecessary Warning?

e Rashi: 12712 801D 197

e Three Stages to Prohibition: Misleading through commission or omission; Aiding and
abetting; Creating an environment conducive to sin: DTV 1191 X7¥ NI71 ;21Tan 1127 non

e Debates on the Biblical parameters of 11v 119% and Rabbinic extension

e Maintaining guilt of the sinner- adding another layer

e Discussion of extent of our responsibility to others, Jew and non-Jew
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C. pioa as a Whole: Concern for the Helpless, God Knows
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Do not pervert justice; do not favor the poor and do not honor the great; with righteousness
shall you judge your fellow.
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Favoring the poor out of mercy...
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Favoring the wealthy out respect...
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Atmospheric favoritism
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Do not go as a talebearer among your people....

e Why “Do not go...”
e Tiers: Y1 DW X'XIN YN [IW7 NI7DON
e Privacy as a value and the contrast with modern culture
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... do not stand idly by the blood of your neighbor, | am HaShem.

e The obligation of involvement vs complexities of danger
e Concept of a 911N and application
e Discuss pertinent applications: Doctors, abortion, soldiers, etc
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C. pioa as a Whole: Life and Death Through Speech

D. When Laws Collide: ni?'21 & 11v 9%
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Do not hate your brother in your heart. Reprove your brother but incur and do not bear a sin
because of him.

e  NIWUN~™X7- Various layers of interpretation: Good advice concerning interpersonal
relationships; Mitzva of: n22In parameters and limitations
e XON I''Y RWN~X7I - Various layers of interpretation: Shared guilt; allusion to limitations
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Do not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the members of your people...

e Distinction between nn'pa andn1'va -practical, real-life applications
e Connection to previous ploa
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And you shall love (for) your fellow as (for) yourself: | am HaShem.

e Popular translation in error
e Apparent translation and application
e Connection to previous D'I09

VI. b
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You shall not curse the deaf, or place a stumbling block before the blind. You shall fear
your God: | am HaShem.



